
In August, we were proud to announce the 5-year renewal of the LA CaTS
Center IDeA-CTR grant. The new $20 million award will bring the total NIH
grant support for our CTR to $60 million over a 15-year period. Our cores,
led by group of extraordinary researchers and directors from across the
state, have been working hard to plan for our newly awarded cycle. In
September,  I  was privileged to attend the White House Conference on
Hunger, Nutrition, and Health. The Biden-Harris Administration announced
a goal of ending hunger and increasing healthy eating and physical activity
by 2030 so that  fewer  Americans experience diet-related diseases like
diabetes,  obesity,  and  hypertension.  In  July,  leading  up  to  the  WH
Conference,  Pennington  Biomedical  and  the  LA  CaTS  Center  led  a
Louisiana  convening  that  enabled  community  participants  across
Louisiana to provide input for the September Conference.  

Also in September, the LA CaTS Center team came together for its Annual
External Advisory Committee Meeting hosted by Tulane University.  Our
advisors are accomplished researchers at leading universities across the
country  with  diverse  backgrounds  that  range  from  CTSA  programs,
biomedical informatics and programs in health disparities. The guidance
and expertise they bring to our CTR is invaluable.

In  conclusion,  the  LA  CaTS  Center  will  focus  this  next  5  years  on
expanding  and  strengthening  the  network,  scaling  the  clinical  and
community-based  advances  that  were  made  by  addressing  health
disparities during COVID-19, and creating a sustainable growth model for
research infrastructure and the development of a diverse workforce. We
continue  to  see  exceptional  growth  and  resiliency  of  this  IDeA-CTR
because of the tremendous dedication of all who play a role across  our
state.

John Kirwan, PhD
LA CaTS Center IDeA-CTR Director
Executive Director, Pennington Biomedical Research Center

Read more!

• Press Release on LA CaTS Center IDeA-CTR Renewal

• National Strategy on Hunger, Nutrition and Health

• Biden-Harris Administration’s fact sheet releasing $8 billion in new

commitments

• LA CaTS Center External Advisors
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This year’s NISBRE (NIH NIGMS 8th Biennial National IDeA Symposium of

Biomedical Research Excellence) Meeting will be held virtually, December

12-14, 2022. NISBRE is a national scientific meeting to showcase the scientific

and training accomplishments of the IDeA program of NIGMS.

The registration fee for investigators from the LA CaTS IDeA-CTR partner

institutions is covered under the LA CaTS registration fee.

Read more HERE. 

Funding & Training Opportunities
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Center Spotlight

LSU Health Shreveport’s Dr. Terry Davis Receives 2022

Community Hero Award

Read more here.

LSU Health-New Orleans’ Ochoa receives Prestigious

Award from NCI

Read more here.

Welcome New LA CaTS Faculty!

The LA CaTS Center Welcomes New Core Faculty-Dr. Kimberly Drews & Dr. Jennifer
Caldwell

Kimberly Drews, PhD

LA CaTS Biostatistics, Epidemiology & Research Design (BERD)

Director

Read bio for Dr. Drews here.
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Jennifer Caldwell, PhD

LA CaTS Community Engagement & Outreach Core Member

Read bio for Dr. Caldwell here.

N3C invites you to begin your journey with the Enclave

and join the collaborative efforts of our partners to

better understand and address the most pressing

COVID-19 clinical questions.

Read More

Questions? Contact the LA CaTS Biomedical

Informatics Team at Biomedinformatics@LACaTS.org.

N3C Public Health Answers to Speed Tractable 
Results (PHASTR) Call for Proposals.

Read More

Events & Deadlines

Missed the Oct. 20th LA CaTS Seminar Series?
Watch it now!

Nov. 16: LA CaTS Baton Rouge Community 
Advisory Board Meeting
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Nov. 18: N3C In Depth CMS Training

Nov. 18: LA CaTS New Orleans Community
Advisory Board Meeting

Nov. 25: N3C Public Health Answers to Speed
Tractable Results (PHASTR) Call for Proposals
Deadline

Dec. 8: 2023 LA CaTS Underrepresented
Minority Roadmap Scholar Application FAQ -
Informational Webinar"

Dec. 12-14: 8th Biennial National IDeA
Symposium of Biomedical Research Excellence
(NISBRE Virtual Conference)

View Full Calendar

LA CaTS in the Community

The  Center  for  Minority  Health  and  Health
Disparities  Research  and  Education  at  Xavier
University  of  Louisiana  invites  community
members to apply to join a Community Advisory
Board  (CAB),  or  a  network  of  community
members  seeking  to  advocate  for  local
community concerns and to see the improvement
of residents' health. There are various boards that
we  are  filling  with  different  missions,  all  to
address health challenges in communities across
Louisiana. The interest form is for completion is
here: https://forms.office.com/r/BSad6nGbVq

Recent Publications

Diabetes Remission in the Alliance of Randomized Trials of Medicine Versus Metabolic
Surgery in Type 2 Diabetes (ARMMS-T2D).
Kirwan JP, Courcoulas AP, Cummings DE, Goldfine AB, Kashyap SR, Simonson DC, Arterburn
DE, Gourash WF, Vernon AH, Jakicic JM, Pa� ME, Wolski K, Schauer PR. Diabetes Care. 
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Associa�on of Renin Angiotensin Aldosterone System Inhibitors and Outcomes of
Hospitalized Pa�ents With COVID-19.
Gupta N, Se�le L, Brown BR, Armaignac DL, Baram M, Perkins NE, Kaufman M, Melamed RR,
Chris�e AB, Danesh VC, Denson JL, Cheruku SR, Boman K, Bansal V, Kumar VK, Walkey AJ,
Domecq JP, Kashyap R, Aston CE; Society of Cri�cal Care Medicine Discovery Viral Infec�on
and Respiratory Illness Universal Study (VIRUS): COVID-19 Registry Inves�gator Group. Crit
Care Med. 

Using the ar�cularis genu to test peri-ar�cular muscle health during knee osteoarthri�s.
Cruz Ayala JA, Crawford M, Ga�erer MC, Tovar M, Rivera JC, Dasa V, Marrero L. Sci Rep.      

Suppor�ng family meal frequency: Screening Phase results from the Simply Dinner Study.
Kerver JM, Brophy-Herb HE, Sturza J, Horodynski MA, Contreras DA, Stein M, Garner E,
Hebert S, Williams JM, Kaciro� N, Martoccio T, Van Egeren LA, Choi H, Mar�n CK, Mitchell K,
Dalimonte-Merckling D, Jeanpierre LA, Robinson CA, Lumeng JC. Appe�te.

Visceral, subcutaneous, and total fat mass accumula�on in a prospec�ve cohort of
adolescents.
Staiano AE, Katzmarzyk PT. Am J Clin Nutr.

Nutri�onal quality of calorie restricted diets in the CALERIE™ 1 trial.
Race�e SB, Barry VG, Bales CW, McCrory MA, Obert KA, Gilhooly CH, Roberts SB, Mar�n CK,
Champagne C, Das SK. Exp Gerontol.

Associa�on of Obesity and Diabetes With the Incidence of Breast Cancer in Louisiana.
Hossain FM, Danos DM, Fu Q, Wang X, Scribner RA, Chu ST, Horswell RL, Price-Haywood EG,
Collins-Burow BM, Wu XC, Ochoa AC, Miele L. Am J Prev Med.

Adipocyte-Specific Laminin Alpha 4 Dele�on Preserves Adipose Tissue Health despite
Increasing Adiposity.
Bailey JL, Burk DH, Burke SJ, Reed SD, Ghosh S, Elks CM. Biomedicines.

Coding Long COVID: Characterizing a new disease through an ICD-10 lens.
Pfaff ER, Madlock-Brown C, Bara�a JM, Bha�a A, Davis H, Girvin A, Hill E, Kelly L, Kostka K,
Loomba J, McMurry JA, Wong R, Benne� TD, Moffi� R, Chute CG, Haendel M; N3C
Consor�um; RECOVER Consor�um. medRxiv.
Sex differences in determinants of COVID-19 severe outcomes - findings from the Na�onal
COVID Cohort Collabora�ve (N3C).
Yoshida Y, Chu S, Fox S, Zu Y, Lovre D, Denson JL, Miele L, Mauvais-Jarvis F. BMC Infect Dis.

Glucose-independent racial disparity in HbA1c is evident at onset of type 1 diabetes.
Alaqeel A, Gomez R, Chalew SA. J Diabetes Complica�ons.

The effects of exercise and diet on sex steroids in breast cancer survivors.
Brown JC, Sturgeon K, Sarwer DB, Troxel AB, DeMichele AM, Denlinger CS, Schmitz KH.
Endocr Relat Cancer.

A Physical Ac�vity Interven�on in Older African Americans: The PAACE Pilot Randomized
Controlled Trial.
Newton RL Jr, Beyl R, Hebert C, Harris M, Carter L, Gahan W, Carmichael O. Med Sci Sports
Exerc.
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The associa�on between food insecurity and gun violence in a major metropolitan city.
Ali A, Broome J, Tatum D, Fleckman J, Theall K, Chaparro MP, Duchesne J, Taghavi S. J Trauma
Acute Care Surg.

Technical report: an online interna�onal weight control registry to inform precision
approaches to healthy weight management.
Roberts SB, Das SK, Sayer RD, Caldwell AE, Wya� HR, Mehta TS, Gorczyca AM, Oslund JL,
Peters JC, Friedman JE, Chiu CY, Greenway FL, Donnelly JE, Dao MC, Cuevas AG, Affuso O,
Wilkinson LL, Thomas D, Al-Ozairi E, Yannakoulia M, Khazrai YM, Manalac RJ, Bachiashvili V,
Hill JO. Int J Obes (Lond).

Blocking ActRIIB and restoring appe�te reverses cachexia and improves survival in mice with
lung cancer.
Queiroz AL, Dantas E, Ramsamooj S, Murthy A, Ahmed M, Zunica ERM, Liang RJ, Murphy J,
Holman CD, Bare CJ, Ghahramani G, Wu Z, Cohen DE, Kirwan JP, Cantley LC, Axelrod CL,
Goncalves MD. Nat Commun.

Tulane STAR (Sending Texts, Advancing Results): impact of text messaging on bariatric post-
opera�ve protocol compliance.
Ghio M, Simpson JT, Wolff D, Galvani C, Levy S. Surg Endosc.

Electronic health strategies to improve medica�on adherence in pa�ents with
cardiometabolic disease: current status and future direc�ons.
Peacock E, Craig LS, Krousel-Wood M. Curr Opin Cardiol.

Comparison of weight loss data collected by research technicians versus electronic medical
records: the PROPEL trial.
Katzmarzyk PT, Mire EF, Mar�n CK, Newton RL Jr, Apolzan JW, Price-Haywood EG, Denstel
KD, Horswell R, Chu ST, Johnson WD; PROPEL Research Group. Int J Obes (Lond).

Impact of COVID-19 Stay-at-Home Orders on Health Behaviors and Anxiety in Black and
White Americans.
Sparks JR, Kebbe M, Flanagan EW, Beyl RA, Altazan AD, Yang S, Redman LM. J Racial Ethn
Health Dispari�es.

Associa�on of Abdominal Visceral Adiposity and Total Fat Mass with Cancer Incidence and
Mortality in White and Black Adults.
Katzmarzyk PT, Brown JC, Yang S, Mire EF, Wu XC, Miele L, Ochoa AC, Zabaleta J. Cancer
Epidemiol Biomarkers Prev.

Demonstra�ng an approach for evalua�ng synthe�c geospa�al and temporal epidemiologic
data u�lity: results from analyzing >1.8 million SARS-CoV-2 tests in the United States
Na�onal COVID Cohort Collabora�ve (N3C).
Thomas JA, Foraker RE, Zamstein N, Morrow JD, Payne PRO, Wilcox AB; N3C Consor�um. J
Am Med Inform Assoc.

The trial to assess chela�on therapy 2 (TACT2): Ra�onale and design.
Lamas GA, Anstrom KJ, Navas-Acien A, Boineau R, Kim H, Rosenberg Y, Stylianou M, Jones
TLZ, Joubert BR, Santella RM, Escolar E, Aude YW, Fonseca V, Ellio� T, Lewis EF, Farkouh ME,
Nathan DM, Mon AC, Gosnell L, Newman JD, Mark DB; TACT2 Inves�gators. Am Heart J.
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The associa�on of abdominal adiposity with premature discon�nua�on of postopera�ve
chemotherapy in colon cancer.
Brown JC, Meyerhardt JA, Cespedes Feliciano EM, Cheng E, Caan BJ. Clin Nutr.

Intraclass correla�on coefficients for weight loss cluster randomized trials in primary care:
The PROPEL trial.
Katzmarzyk PT, Denstel KD, Mar�n CK, Newton RL Jr, Apolzan JW, Mire EF, Horswell R,
Johnson WD, Brown AW, Zhang D; PROPEL Research Group. Clin Obes.

"You Can Get Away with Anything Here… No Jus�ce at All"- Sexual Violence Against U.S.
Indigenous Females and Its Consequences.
McKinley CE, Knipp H. Gender Issues.

Infant Feeding Varies Across Ea�ng Behavior and Feeding Modali�es in Mothers With Low
Income.
Kebbe M, Altazan AD, Beyl RA, Gilmore LA, Redman LM. J Nutr Educ Behav.

"When You Come Together and Do Everything, It'll be Be�er for Everybody": Exploring
Gender Rela�ons Among Two Southeastern Na�ve American Tribes.
Lilly J, McKinley CE, Knipp H, Liddell JL. J Fam Issues.

SARS-CoV-2 genomic surveillance as an evidence-based infec�on control approach in an
offshore petroleum employee popula�on.
Lamers SL, Nolan DJ, LaFleur TM, Lain BN, Moot SR, Huston CR, Neilsen CD, Feehan AK,
Miele L, Rose R. Am J Infect Control.

Effects of acute arginine supplementa�on on neuroendocrine, metabolic, cardiovascular, and
mood outcomes in younger men: A double-blind, placebo-controlled trial.
Apolzan JW, Stein JA, Rood JC, Beyl RA, Yang S, Greenway FL, Lieberman HR. Nutri�on.

Me�ormin is Associated with Reduced COVID-19 Severity in Pa�ents with Prediabetes.
Chan LE, Casiraghi E, Laraway B, Coleman B, Blau H, Zaman A, Harris N, Wilkins K, Gargano
M, Valen�ni G, Sahner D, Haendel M, Robinson PN, Bramante C, Reese J. medRxiv.

A higher propor�on of small adipocytes is associated with increased visceral and ectopic
lipid accumula�on during weight gain in response to overfeeding in men.
White U, Beyl RA, Ravussin E. Int J Obes (Lond).

Dimethyl malonate slows succinate accumula�on and preserves cardiac func�on in a swine
model of hemorrhagic shock.
Taghavi S, Abdullah S, Toraih E, Packer J, Drury RH, Aras OAZ, Kosowski EM, Co�on-
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