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Message From the Director

The LA CaTsS Center is pleased to share the release of our second Annual
Summary to internal and external stakeholders. The summary includes of
accomplishments and productivity as of 2024, and also acknowledgement to
the center's cores, leadership, and committee members. Please feel free to
share this summary within your research communities.

Download the Annual Summary here.

Sincerely,

John Kirwan, PhD
LA CaTS Center IDeA-CTR Director
Executive Director, Pennington Biomedical Research Center

SSCI Announces Opening of Abstract
Submissions for 2026 Southern Regional Meeting

LA CarTS category: “IDeA Program-Clinical &
Translational Research”

Abstract submission link: https://srm2026.abstractcentralcom/
tion on SRM 2026:  https://www.ssciweb.org/southern-regional-meeting.php




Thank you for your incredible dedication
and service in the Professional
Development Core!

Leanne Redman, PhD ) APPRE‘ : IA I E
Pennington Biomedical Research Cent

We are truly grateful for your
commitment and collaborative spirit!
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Tim Allerton, PhD
Pennington Biomedical

Leanne Redman, PhD
Pennington Biomedical

Recipient of the American Society of
Nutrition Award

Publication of the Year

Lucio Miele, MD, PhD
LSU Health New Orleans

Yilin Yoshida, PhD
Tulane University

Committee of 100 Member Multiple Publications & Abstracts at
National Meetings

Steven Hey
Pennington B

Diabetes Research Shared at the ADA Diabetes Research Shared at the ADA
Meeting 85th Scientific Session Meeting 85th Scientific Session




LA CaTS Center Leadership Honors the Biomedical
Informatics Team as "Core of the Year"




Van Barnes, PhD
Tulane University

Stephanie Waldrop, MD

Pennington Biomedical
Research Center
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Dicle Yalcin, PhD
LSU Health New Orleans

Dr. Conlin, atthe 2025 Annual Retreat

LA CaTS Professional Development Core
hosts Annual Retreat & Plenary Talk by Dr.
Paul Conlin, Harvard Clinical & Translational
Science Center, Chief of Medical Service at
VA Boston Healthcare System.

Missed the plenary talk? See it on our LA CaTS YouTube Channel HERE.




Boost Health Literacy with Al

Researchers now have a powerful tool to make their work more accessible—ChatGPT, combined with expert
guidance from the Health Literacy Core, is helping turn complex scientific jargon into clear, understandable
language for the general public who may not have a background in science or medicine.

Click here to read more.

LA CaTS Grant Development Award Program supports
investigators with sufficient preliminary data to support collaborative
grant-writing teams. Awards are up to $5,000 in total costs.

Open enrollment until the maximum numbers of awards are met.

LA CaTsS Visiting Scholars Program supports training opportunities
for junior investigators to enhance skills or learn new technique.
Awards are up to $5,000 in total costs.

Open enroliment until the maximum numbers of awards are met.

Short Experiences in Clinical Trials support junior investigators in
clinical or translational research, and to link them with clinical trial
mentors to assist their development in the field. Each award may
be up to $5,000 in total costs.

Open enroliment until the maximum numbers of awards are met.




Aug 15, 2025
New Orleans, LA
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Center for Clinical and Translational Science
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Aug 19, 2025
( < I S Zoom

Center for Clinical and Translational Science

MOCK NIH STUDY SECTION

K & R Series
Aug 20, 2025
Zoom

CCTS Research
Orientation Program Aug 21, 2025

Zoom

Sep 23, 2025
Zoom

Center for Clinical and Translational Science

MOCK NIH STUDY SECTION

K & R Series Grants

Sep 26, 2025
Zoom

Oct 2-3, 2025
Baton Rouge, LA

Oct 3, 2025

Oct 15, 2025
New Orleans, LA

Oct 30-31, 2025
Translational Science Symposium Gu|f Shores, AL




Feb 26-28, 2026
New Orleans, LA

Jun 14-17, 2026
Bethesda, MD

The LA CaTS Community Engagement & Outreach Core has been instrumental in
ensuring that the voices of our community partners and Community Advisory Board
(CAB) members are embedded not only in the research process but also in broader
efforts to improve health across Louisiana. This year's new initiative includes the
development of the LA CaTS CAB Working Groups (listed below), an opportunity to
provide a platform for CAB members to utilize their expertise and experiences, while
actively engaging in areas such as grant review, outreach, and community-informed
research that will help address the key challenges faced by the communities served. The
Core's goal is to strengthen collaboration and foster meaningful relationships among
CAB members through shared interests and goals.

Working Groups Overview

Grant Review

Community-centered feedback on research
proposals to ensure relevance and cultural
appropriateness.

Community Events/Outreach
Support for health fairs and outreach
promoting chronic condition awareness
and research participation.

Community Website
Development of an accessible, engaging, and up-
to-date online resource for Louisiana communities

TRIP (Translating Research into Practice)
Clear communication of research findings
to bridge academic science and everyday health

CROWN (Community Research for Optimal
Wellness Network)

Promotes equitable partnerships, identifies
health priorities, and supports community-led
research

*For more information, contact the CEO Core at community@lacats.org or click HERE
to visit our webpage.



Other Research & Training Opportunities

I‘ b Mongan Institute
2 Mass General Brigham
MONGAN

INSTRTLNE

The Mongan Institute at Mass General Brigham has designed a virtual research training
program to be accessible to busy clinicians and researchers, and focused on acquiring critical
skills for success in healthcare data and delivery science.

Visit www.mghmonganeducation.org to discover how the Healthcare Data & Delivery Science

Certificate Programs can benefit your clinicians, researchers, senior research administrators,
and research staff.

For additional information or questions, contact Stephen Bartels, MD, MS
(sjbartels@mgh.harvard.edu) directly or Sara Axelrod (program manager at
saxelrod@mgh.harvard.edu).

ATIERS

Data Visualization and Integrity Workshop Series

Join us for four virtual workshops covering visualization basics, platform selection, data
ethics, and reproducibility. Each session builds practical skills you can apply
immediately. Registration enrolls you in all 4 sessions.

Session Details:

1. "Introduction to Data Visualization: The Power of Visual Data Interpretation”
August 20, 2025; 12-1:30 (CT) PM via Zoom
Presenters: Drs. Marla Hertz and Ashley McGuire
2. "Application of Visualization Platforms and Software"
August 27, 2025; 12-1:30 (CT) PM via Zoom
Presenters: Drs. Marla Hertz and Ashley McGuire
3. "Data Ethics and Integrity for Data Visualization"
September 3, 2025; 12-1:30 (CT) PM via Zoom
Presenter: Dr. Megan McCabe
4. "Reproducibility and Transparency for Data Visualization — Making Data Fair and
Shareable"
September 10, 2025; 12-1:30 (CT) PM via Zoom
Presenters: Drs. Marla Hertz and Ashley McGuire

Visit go.uab.edu/tiers-plus for more info and to register for more TIERS+ events
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Our mailing address is:
LA CaTS Center
6400 Perkins Road, Baton Rouge, LA 70808



