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Message From the Director

The LA CaTS Center held our Annual Retreat for Core
Leaders in New Orleans alongside the Southern Society
for Clinical Investigation (SSCI) 2026 Regional Meeting.

Our core leaders from across our six-institution statewide
network came together to begin planning our NIH IDeA-
CTR-N renewal. The engagement was exceptional; candid,
strategic, and forward-looking. We left energized and
excited about the future of the LA CaTS Center as we move
into our next phase.

Thank you to Dr. Joey Granger, Director of the Mississippi

John Kirwan, PhD Center for Clinical and Translational Research (MCCTR), for
LA CaTsS Center Executive Director, being our guest speaker and sharing invaluable lessons
Pennington Biomedical Research from the MCCTR. In the afternoon, the LA CaTS Center co-
Center hosted a Joint Scientific Symposium as part of the 2026

Southern Regional Meeting with colleagues from the
MCCTR and the Louisville IDeA-CTR programs, which
showcased outstanding work from the next generation of
clinical and translational investigators.

We are grateful to our partners for their participation and
engagement in our annual meeting: LSU Health New
Orleans, Tulane University, LSU Health Shreveport, Xavier
University, Ochsner Health, and Pennington Biomedical
Research Center.




Event Highlights

*Attention Investigators*

The Community Engagement & Outreach Core invites you to attend a special talk at the LA CaTS
Center Baton Rouge Community Advisory Board Meeting on April 15, 2026.
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LA CaTS Center Baton Rouge Community Advisory Board Meeting
Special community guest presentation:
“2024 CHNA and the 2025 Community Health Implementation Plans”

®

APRIL 15,2026 4 11:30 AM- 1:00PM

Guest speaker
Dr. Coletta C. Barrett

Assistant Professor in the School of Nursing
Southeastern Louisiana University (SLU)

Pennington Biomedical Research Center
6400 Perkins Road
Baton Rouge, LA 70808
Room M4063

Note: This meeting is open to community organization A light lunch will be provided for the attendees
leaders & PBRC/LA CaTS Center that may be interested

Please RSVP to Andrea Pickett | Andrea.Pickett@pbrc.edu
by April 7, 2026
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Reaister Now for Translational Science 2026




NISBRE 2026

NISBRE 2026

10th National IDeA Symposium of
Biomedical Resgarch Excellence -

Bethesda North Mar:

-
75

10th Biennial National IDeA Symposium of Biomedical Research Excellence (NISBRE) on
June 14 - June 17, 2026, at the Bethesda North Marriott Hotel and Conference Center in
Rockville, Maryland.

For more information: https://www.nisbre2026.com/

Register Now

GRANTS & FUNDING

+'NIH Updates+’

NIH requires a new biosketch format using the federal "Common Form” via SciENcv, necessitating
ORCID IDs for all Senior/Key Personnel. The new format splits into a standardized Common Form
(Positions, Prep) and a separate NIH Supplement (Personal Statement, Contributions).

Access the New NIH Biosketch Format here.




LA CaTS Center Leadership Honors the Clinical
Research Resources Team as "Core of the Year”

Speoclal Recogn

LA CaTs Center
2026
Core of the Year
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Left-Right: Paul Fidel, PhD (LSU Dental School), Eva Lustigova (Tulane University), Judd Shellito, MD (LSU
Health NO), Steve Nelson, MD (LSU Health NO), David Welsh, MD (LSU Health NO), Frank Greenway, MD

(Pennington Biomedical)

Not pictured: John Vanchiere, MD, PhD (LSU Health Shreveport), Charles Hemenway, MD, PhD (Manning Family
Children’s), Vivian Fonseca, MD (Tulane University)

Get the inside story A




@ National Spotlight-Community Engagement & Outreach
Core @

N LY
Stephanie Broyles, PhD Andrea Pickett
Pennington Biomedical Penningtan Biomedical
Ressarch Center kesearch Center

Dr. Stephanie Broyles, CEQ Core Co-Director, and Andrea Pickett, CEQ Program Coordinator,
stepped forward to assume leadership of the IDeA CTR Community Engagement Special
Interest Group (SIG)—demonstrating a strong commitment to service and leadership within the

national IDeA CTR community.

The IDeA-CTR Community Engagement Special Interest Group (SIG) brings together
Community Engagement and Outreach leaders from across the IDeA-CTR network to share best

practices, align strategies, and strengthen community-engaged clinical and translational research

across |DeA states.

N3C Reopening — Priority Access for Current Members

Reopening Details

National When: Monday, March 2, 2026
ég Clinical Who: All current N3C community members
Cohort Access:  https://unite.nih.gov
w s Collaboralive  rnstryctions: N3C Getting Restarted Guide

Support: N3C Support Desk
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Candida Rebello, PhD John Apolzan, PhD

Pennington Biomedical Pennington Biomedical
Research Center Research Center
Secured 3.7 Million NIH Grant Published Editorial in Leading American Heart

Association Journal (Science X}

W 1/
Crystal Zheng, MD Zhipin Liang, PhD
Tulane University LSU Health New Orleans

55C] Tinsley Hamison Scholar Award- 2026 Awarded one-year seed funding from
Southern Regional Meeting Louisiana Cancer Research Center (LCRC)
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Erin Peacock, PhD Leanne Redman, PhD
Tulane University Pennington Biomedical

Ressarch Center

S5CI Mentor of the Year in Student Cateqgory- Recruited to Lead the Charles Perkins Centre
2026 Southern Regional Meeting at the University of Sydney




LA CaTS Center's Participation in the 2026 SSCI Southern
Regional Meeting

Behind the scenes

Shout-out to our Investigators!

We’re proud to recognize our investigators who represented the LA CaTS Center at the 2026
SRM by presenting posters that showcased innovative research, collaboration, and scientific
impact.

Poster presentations are a vital part of advancing our field—sparking conversation, sharing new
findings, and building connections across disciplines. The work highlighted at the 2026 SRM
reflects the dedication, creativity, and expertise of our research community.




Professional Development Core 2026 Retreat & Plenary
Talk

On March 13, 2028, the LA CaTs FD Core hosted their Annual Retreat for the Roadmap Scholars
and their mentars in Mew Orleans. The plenary talk by Dr. Cliff Rosen, open to the public, was
attended by over 200 attendees.

Get the scoop HERE.

Catch the Replay on our PD Core's Plenary Talk

LA CaTs Professional Development Core Presents

“The Evelution of Parathyroid Hormone: Beyend Bone!™

Guest speaker

Clifford Rosen, MD

B 1

This talk focuses on the evolution of the parathyroid hormone.




Funding & Training Opportunities

LA CaTsS Grant Development Award Program supports
investigators with sufficient preliminary data to support
collaborative grant-writing teams. Awards are up to $5,000 in total
costs.

More details

Open enrollment until the maximum numbers of awards are
met.

LA CaTs Visiting Scholars Program supports training
opportunities for junior investigators to enhance skills or learn
new technique. Awards are up to $5,000 in total costs.

Open enrollment until the maximum numbers of awards are met.

More details

Short Experiences in Clinical Trials support junior investigators
in clinical or translational research, and to link them with clinical
trial mentors to assist their development in the field. Each award
may be up to $5,000 in total costs.

Open enrollmentuntilthemaximumnumbersofawardsare
met.

More details

Calendar of Events

University of Alabama’s 25th Annual Rural Health

Conference: “Al Rural Resilience: Empowering Rural
"ieait Conteronce. Healthcare”

Apr 9,2026

Birmingham, AL

2026 IDeA State Cancer Trainee Research
Conference

Apr 13-15, 2026

Morgantown, WV

LA CaTS Baton Rouge Community Advisory Board

LA CATS Meeting
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT & OUTREACH CORE
Baton Rouge, LA
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All of Us Science Day
Apr 15,2026
Virtual

11th Annual LA CaTS Level 2 Coordinator Training

Aprle, 2026
Baton Rouge, LA

ACTS 2026 Translational Science (TS26)
Apr20-23, 2026
Milwaukee, WI

LA CaTS New Orleans Community Advisory Board

Meeting
May 12026
New Orleans, LA

UAB CCTS: 2026 AT Summit
May 4,2026
New Orleans, LA

LA CaTS Roadmap Scholars Graduation Ceremony

May 15,2026
New Orleans, LA

National IDeA Symposium of Biomedical Research

Excellence (NISBRE)
Jun14-17,2026
Bethesda, MD

LA CaTS Baton Rouge Community Advisory Board
Meeting

Julls, 2026

Baton Rouge, LA

LA CaTS New Orleans Community Advisory Board

Meeting
Jul 24,2026
New Orleans, LA

LA CaTS Baton Rouge Community Advisory Board

Meeting
Octl4, 2026
Baton Rouge, LA

LA CaTS New Orleans Community Advisory Board
Meeting

Oct 23,2026

New Orleans, LA

See full calendardetails
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Our mailing address is:
LA CaTS Center
6400 Perkins Road, Baton Rouge, LA 70808




	The LA CaTS Center held our Annual Retreat for Core Leaders in New Orleans alongside the Southern Society for Clinical Investigation (SSCI) 2026 Regional Meeting.
	Our core leaders from across our six-institution statewide network came together to begin planning our NIH IDeA- CTR-N renewal. The engagement was exceptional; candid, strategic, and forward-looking. We left energized and excited about the future of the LA CaTS Center as we move into our next phase.
	Thank you to Dr. Joey Granger, Director of the Mississippi Center for Clinical and Translational Research (MCCTR), for being our guest speaker and sharing invaluable lessons from the MCCTR. In the afternoon, the LA CaTS Center co-hosted a Joint Scientific Symposium as part of the 2026 Southern Regional Meeting with colleagues from the MCCTR and the Louisville IDeA-CTR programs, which showcased outstanding work from the next generation of clinical and translational investigators.
	We are grateful to our partners for their participation and engagement in our annual meeting: LSU Health New Orleans, Tulane University, LSU Health Shreveport, Xavier University, Ochsner Health, and Pennington Biomedical Research Center.
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