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Spring 2024 E-News

Greetings! We are proud to release our first LA CaTS Center
Executive Summary, summarizing our progress and
acknowledging our members at our LA CaTS Member
Institutions, collaborators and partners. We continue to see
exceptional growth and resiliency of our Center and are
happy to share it with you.

Download the Executive Summary

-1 FORGE AHEAD Forge AHEAD Seminar: Racism as a Foundational
wial]l CENTER | I Contributor to Inequities Across Multiple Chronic
Diseases (Hybrid Event)

May 8, 2024

N l RECOVER Research Review (R3) Seminar: “SARS-
I CoV-2 infection during pregnancy and development
of Long COVID”
May 14, 2024

LA CaTS Baton Rouge Community Advisory Board
Meeting
May 15, 2024

Webinar: NIH Grants Process: A Brief Walk-Through
for Beginners
May 15, 2024

UAB CCTS: Research Orientation Program Session
@ May 16, 2024

9th National IDeA Symposium of Biomedical
Research Excellence (NISBRE) Conference
Jun 16-19, 2024

LA CaTS Baton Rouge Community Advisory Board
Meeting

June 19, 2024




LA CaTS Grant Development Award Program supports
investigators with  sufficient preliminary data to support
collaborative grant-writing teams. Awards are up to $5,000 in total
costs.

More details

LA CaTS \Visiting Scholars Program supports training
opportunities for junior investigators to enhance skills or learn new
technique. Awards are up to $5,000 in total costs.

More details

For those interested in applying to the LA CaTS Community
Scholars Program in the future, check out the Community
Scholars Preparation Webinar Series.

Steve Nelson, MD

L54 HEALTH HE FANS

The LA CaTS Center congratulates Dr. Steve Nelson for his appointment as the new
Chancellor of LSU Health New Orleans. Dr. Nelson also serves as a LA CaTS Program
Co-Director.

See press release




;?jg RECOVER

Researching COVID to Enhance Recovery

An Initiative Funded by the National Institutes of Health

RECOVER News Digest

The RECOVER News Digest highlights recent press coverage of RECOVER, COVID-19, and
Long COVID.

Read more here.

Read more about the LA CaTS Center's partnership with the Southern Society
for Clinical Investigation (SSCI) for the 2024 Southern Regional Meeting (SRM).

NISBRE20924

Save-the-Date: 2024 National IDeA Symposium of Biomedical
Research Excellence (NISBRE) Conference June 16-19, 2024
Washington Hilton, Washington, D.C.

For more information: https://nisbre2024 .vfairs.com/en/ Req iste r N ow



https://www.lacats.org/news-and-publications/news/2024/lacats_participation_in_ssci_regional_meeting.aspx

TCCR

Tulane Center for Clinical Research

Tulane Center for Clinical Research (TCCR) is part of the LA CaTS
Center's Clinical Trial Unit (CTU) network. The TCCR is located in New

Orleans and is a Louisiana leader in academic research.

Read more about this research resource for investigators.

Congratulations to our LA CaTS Round 12 Multi-Institutional Pilot
Grants & Cohort 5 Community Scholars Program Awardees

Multi-Institutional Pilot Grants Projects

1. Rajesh Mohandas, MD (LSU Health New Orleans) & Prasad Katakam,
MD, PhD (Tulane University). Project title: "Cerebral Microvascular
Dysfunction and Neuroinflammation - A Novel Mechanism Mediating
Cardiovascular Risk in Chronic Kidney Disease"

2. Eric Ravussin, PhD (Pennington Biomedical Research Center) & Franck
Mauvais-Jarvis, MD, PhD (Tulane University). Project title: "Experimental
approach to test predictions of body weight regulation models"



Community Scholar Projects- Cohort 5

1. Academic Partner: Matthew Calamia, PhD (LSU A&M), Community
Partner: Kimberly Hill, MS (Brian Injury Association of Louisiana - BIALA)
Project title: "Supporting the Mental Health Needs of Those Living with
Traumatic Brain Injury their Care Partners"

2. Academic Partner: Shelly Dolan, MSN, DNP (LSU Health New Orleans),
Community Partner: Andreas Hoffman (Greenlight NOLA)

Project title: "Getting their Hands Dirty: Urban Gardening as a Platform
to Introduce Health Promotion Behaviors in Preschoolers"

» Congratulations to Dr. Jennifer Caldwell, Pennington Biomedical, for
being the recipient of the Forge AHEAD Center Pilot Award Cohort 3. Her
project title is "Linking GAINS: Linking Genetics and Improving Nutrition in
Scotlandville".

* LA CaTS Center's D'Andra Odom selected as member of The Baton
Rouge Area Chamber (BRAC) Leadership Baton Rouge Class of 2024.



LA CaTS in the Community

The LA CaTS Baton Rouge Community Advisory Board (CAB) and Mayoral

Task Force to end food security met Feb 28™ to have a focus groups style
discussion with community members, physicians, scientist, and leaders in the
Baton Rouge Food Bank. The Baton Rouge CAB led the discussion with 10+
community members who came to Pennington Biomedical to discuss their
personal experiences with food insecurity.

Learn more about our CABSs.
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Our mailing address is:
LA CaTsS Center
6400 Perkins Road, Baton Rouge, LA 70808





